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to my Country, and caſt in 


— 


the ſame before the Court of Enquiry, before whom I was impeached as an Enemy 


8 | caſt into Priſon, (in Boſton 6th Auguſt 1776) but it has 
been ſaid by Tome I was not rightly underſtood, and if opportunity be given me to 
- _ = _ ppen my ſimple meaning to the Court, and I am reſtored to my juſt right of Li- 


N 


*% * © * 
3 TH ; 
I 


berty, cauſe of Complaint will end; and if not, this will ſerve to inform all whom 
it may concern the Principles I acted upon, and if I am to be confined in Priſon 


taught to ſuffer with Patience. 
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+ May it pleaſe the Cuurt, 
"FF PDN a deliberate review of what paſſed in my examina- 
tion, before the Court, 1 am greatly ſurpriſed that after 

the ſober reaſons I thought I had given the Court, in 


I might be admitted to bail, it was utterly refuſed, though I could 


anſwer to the accuſation brought againſt me, of aiding 
and abetting thoſe called enemies fo the Colonies, that I was ſo 
| haſtily ordered to cloſe Jail; and though I earneſtly requeſted that 


for chat T cannot in Conſcience do, it will be happy fer me if | am. indeed 
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eaſily have got reputable inhabitants, men of property who were 


not accuſed of being enemies to the Colonies, but hearty friends, 


that would have been bound in any ſum for my peaceable beha- 


viour, during the time the Court ſhould order. — But leaſt the 
Court might have miſunderfiood me in my anſwers to them, I 
therefore think it moſt proper to commit my anſwers in writing, 
in hopes the Court will take the ſame into conſideration, and libe- 


rate me from my preſent fituation, which would be a very un- 


happy one, if-I was not conſcious to myſeif that my preſent com- 
mitment ariſes not from my having been guilty of the breaches of 
any law of my Maker or my country. 


And I am aſſured from 


the higheſt authority, where there is no law there is no tranſ- | 
greſſion, even from that authority who ſpake all things into 


Who it will, becauſe we are aſſured in the Scriptures that the 


being, and who alone can give true peace to any conſcience. 


And as this is a matter of conſcience only with me, by which. 
nothing but God's revealed word in the Scriptures are any ſure ;, 
guide; and as I underſtand them I am bcurd in conſcience 
to conduct. However ſome do ſay the voice of the people is 


the voice of God, in this I muſt diſſent from them, let it offend 


voice of great multitudes, with their boldeſt aſſertions have in the 


tions, they are to be the undetmoſt of all, and to be counted the 
filth and off- ſcouring of all things in this world, and their only 9 8 


0 


end proved to be altogether falſe, and no other than the deluſions | 


of the grand apoſtate, the God of this world: while the ſayings. 


| of thoſe who wete few in number, and were looked on by the 


=. 


will take place on the other fide of 


great and wiſe men of this world, to be feoliſh, poor, ignorant, 
baſe, and ſome of them were called petulent fellows, a ſet that was 


every wicere ſpoken againſt, turning the world upſide down, &c. 
But in the end was found to be that they were taught by the God 
of Heaven, who ſpeaketh in the Scriptures, of whom it is teſtified - 
in 40ti chap. Iſaiah, 15th and onward. Behold the nations are 
as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the 
balance, all nations are before him as nothing, and they are count- 
ed to him leſs than nothing and vanity : it is he that ſitteth upon 


the circie of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as graſs- 
hoppers, &c. And for this reaſon I am warranted to hear the 
God who ſpeaketh in Scriptut es, before the voice of the people; 


however fooliſh I may appear to the great and wiſe men of this 


enlightned age of the world; being aſſured that by the Scriptures 
I ſhall be judged on the other fide of the grave, and by them I 
am commanded not to fear them that can kill the body and after 
that have no more that they can do, but to fear him who is able 
to caſt both ſoul and body into hell, yea I ſay unto you fear Him, 


is the command of the God who fpeaks in the Scriptures. — 
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meaſures of the Britiſh Parliament. 


country, nor any individuals in it, but to act a contrary part, and 


to be ſubject to all the Jaws that are made that are not contrary to x : 
the laws of my Maker: And it never was known that any of thoſe 
that was really governed by the plain ſimple Scriptures that they 


were bad members of ſociety; they are, no buſy-bodies in other 
mens matters, nor will they be ſtirring up the people nor be dan- 


gerous perſons to go at large ; arid no States have any juſt reaſon 


to fear any hurt from thoſe few, poor, fooliſh, low ſpirited mor- 


tals, for they are ſo fooliſh as never to expect any thing great will | | | | 


be, their lot in this world, whatever revolutions may take place; 
but they are aſſured whatever may be the lot of others by revolu- 


hope is to be at the time when the grand Revolution will take 
place, when he who was crucified in weakneſs, who has teſtified, 


that he will come again in the clouds of Heaven; and every eye A 
; | But concerning the preſent ſtate of matters, 
whenever it ſhall appear to my conſcience that a change of go- 


ſhall ſee him, &c.—— 


vernment has taken place, and is ſo eſtabliſhed that the power is 
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pPretations of the beſt ſkilled in making themſelves popular by their 
_ - .- > - Interpretations, even thoſe that come the neareſt to the grand de- 
cCeiver of mankind in their bold affertions that God hath not ſaid it. 
hut had I not been check'd by the command of God in the 
_ Scriptures, to the diſciples of Chriſt, be ſubject to the Higher? 
Powers, for there is no power but of God, the powers that be are 
ordained of God, and he that reſiſteth the power reſiſteth the or- 
dinance of God, and ſhall receive to himſelf judgment, &c. and 
many other paſſages of Scripture ſimilar to this are binding on my +, 
conſcience, I ſhould have been one of the foremoſt in oppoſing the 
| | But I do not mean by this to 
bring an accuſation againſt my own countrymen, nor havel a | 
ſtone to caſt at any one; neither do I ſay that my country men 
are obliged to take the ſame view of ſuch paſſages of Scripture as ' 
my conſcience obliges me to; neither do I think 'myſelf in any 
ways bound in conſcience to become an informer againſt my 


of God, I ſhall know myſelf to be as tenaciouſly bound to adhere TO 


to God's law reſyeQing being ſubject to that power, and to do' _ | © 
what I can | i its ſüͤpport with chearfulneſs; and how near ſuch 


a change is I cannot tell, or if it ever will be, time alone will 
bring forth. But if the Court wants to know if 1 will ſign ſuch a 
declaration for them as ſigned for the King, I anſwer, I will with 
chearfulneſs, when it ſha]l appear to my cor ſcience that the power 
is of God. In this I mean to give my ſimple meaning without 
evaſion, and ſo I did before, not expecting the frown of the Court 


for dealing in the ſimplicity of my conſcience, and by that caſt 


into priſon. But by ſome it is ſaid that I choſe to go to priſon, 


which is utterly falſe; but this I ſay, it is much better to be in 


priſon if enlargement is not to be obtained on no- other - condi- 
tions than making ſhipwreck of a good conſcience. 


the Court will ſee that no good can come in the end from putting 


But as to the charge of my being an enemy to my country, no 
accuſation can be more unjuſt, for [ think every perſon acquaint- 


ed with me can teitify to the ſtrong attachment and love | have 
to my country, and ſhould chuſe to live in it if I could without 
being perſecuted for that which in my conſcience I cannot do, 
But as to the baſe, unkind, diabolical interpretations of ſome, 
that I only wai: to ſee which will be the ſtrongeſt ſide, and then 
join that, the ſimplicity of the Scriptures which my conſcience is 


bound to attend to forbids my acting in any ſuch crafty, deceit- 


ful way. 
King, whom! 


$*, 


twice“ ſolemnly ſwore to he faithful to, and thereby 


For I do not think if | was to take up arms againſt the 


kt myſelf, and after that be taken by the King's army, that I 


would have more to fear, if ſo much as I now have to fear, in 
diſſenting from ſome of my countrymen. But I ſoberly teftify, 
that I am not ſeeking to carry any thing in favor of my own 
opinion, or any thing. or party whatever; But that I fear what 
the grave; but if I am left to 


my own natural choice, I ſhall fully join in any thing to ſhun the 
croſs, which ever was and ever will b 


attention to the Scriptutes, 


P 
— ——_—— _ 


 Governonzs : 


e connected with the ſimple 
without hearing to the private inter- 


* 1 mean when I took Commiſtogs in the Militia under former | 


- 


Boſton Goal, Aug. 29, 176, 


me in priſon, and thereby keep me from ſupporting myſelf and 
family, and the diſcharging my juſt debts, which in my view is 


wicked and unreaſonable, and all that know the true ſtate of this 


matter will give a true verdict, however I may be dealt with, for 
I know I am in the power of the Court; but the Scriptures coun- 
tenance me in ſpeaking with plainefs; but ſurely a priſon never 


made any one that was taught to fear the God, who ſptaketh in 
the Scriptures, to depart from that which he could not with a 


good conſcience ; but like the true gold looſe nothing by being 


tried in the fire, but I have the greateft reaſon to fear that in the - 
end I ſhall prove reprobate ſilver. But I know not on what prin- 


ciple of equity any Court under Heaven can keep me in priſon. 


But if my underitanding the Scriptures in a different view from 5 


any of my countrymen, make any of my countrymen enemies to 
me, I am forbidden by the Scriptures to be an enemy to any one 
of them, but am commanded to pray for them that hate, deſpite- 
fully uſe and perſecute me, and to pra 

its peace and good, which I am ound 


in conſcience to do, 
I am, with due Submiſſion, | 


Gentlemen, your humble Servant, 


Om 
HFoepęſtill Capen. 
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But I hope 


for my country and ſeek. 


